
 
 

 

 

Transportation Update January 2005 
 
CMA Approves Freeway Sound 
Walls for Further Study 
 
The CMA’s freeway sound wall policy was 
approved in 2002 and defined a set of 
priorities and a process to review and rank 
sound wall project proposals. The process 
detailed in the policy covers a project from 
the initial request, through preliminary 
technical review, completion of a scoping 
report, and the funding of the project. The 
CMA has received 29 sound wall requests 
to date.  At its January meeting, the CMA 
Board: 
• Authorized staff to notify the City of 

Oakland that eight sound wall project 
candidates meet the CMA’s initial 
screening criteria and that further study 
of these locations is warranted, 
pending confirmation from the City that 
it will sponsor the projects and 
coordinate public input; and 

• Authorized staff to notify the 
appropriate jurisdictions that nineteen 
of the remaining sound wall candidate 
projects do not meet the criteria for 
further study. 

Two sound wall projects are proceeding 
with existing funding. 
 
CMA Endorses MTC Committee 
Proposal for Road Funding 
 
MTC’s Local Streets and Roads 
Committee has been reviewing the fund 
distribution policies for federal local street 
and road maintenance funds.  The 
Committee has developed a new 
approach for distributing this funding.  The 
proposed revision would provide greater 
funding for maintenance of Alameda 
County streets and roads.  This proposal 
would also rectify the problem with the 
current approach that does not reward 
counties and cities for good maintenance 

practices.  At its January meeting, the 
CMA Board supported this proposal and 
requested MTC to implement it as quickly 
as possible. 
 
Local Road Maintenance & Safety 
Funding Available 
 
The CMA has authorized two exchanges 
aimed at providing local revenue for street 
maintenance, rehabilitation and safety 
projects.  These two exchanges will 
provide approximately $3.4 million.  These 
funds will be available starting in 2007-08.  
At its January meeting, the Board 
approved a schedule and approach for 
programming these funds.  Applications 
are due in late February.  A draft program 
is scheduled for April with a final program 
in May.  For more details, please see the 
CMA web site. 
 
CMA Approves Approach and 
Schedule for CMP Update 
 
The CMA Board has approved an 
approach for updating the Congestion 
Management Program that includes a 
review of the road network used to monitor 
conformance and the criteria for the 
development of deficiency plans.  A draft 
CMP is scheduled for June 2005 with a 
final in September. 
 
I-680 SMART Carpool Lane 
Framework Adopted 
 
AB 2032 (Dutra; Statutes of 2004) 
authorizes the Sunol Smart Carpool Lane 
Joint Powers Authority to implement the I-
680 Smart Carpool Lane four-year pilot 
project.  At its January meeting, the Board 
approved a Guiding Framework for the 
development of a joint powers agreement 
and approved the formation of the I-680 
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Sunol Smart Carpool Lane Policy Advisory 
Committee to provide policy oversight until 
the formation of the joint powers Board.  
ACTIA also approved the framework and 
interim policy committee at its January 
meeting.  The Santa Clara VTA is 
expected to consider the matter at its first 
meeting in March. 
 
Legislative Analyst’s Office 
Releases Report on Toll Bridge 
Seismic Retrofit Program 
 
The Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) has 
recently released a report entitled Hard 
Decisions Before the Legislature: Toll 
Bridge Seismic Retrofit.  This report 
concludes that for the Bay Bridge eastern 
span the “design choice is a judgment call 
requiring the Legislature to weigh its 
desire for lower costs against its tolerance 
of risk.”  The report also indicates that both 
local sources (i.e., a bridge toll increase) 
and State sources should fund the $3.2 
billion cost increase in the overall toll 
bridge seismic retrofit program.  With 
these recommendations from the LAO and 
the fact that the highway account is broke 
due to the State fiscal crisis, it seems clear 
that a bridge toll increase is in the future.  
While having the State pay a share may 
seem logical, there is no free lunch.  If for 
example the State were to provide an 
additional $800 million in transportation 
funds, Alameda County would need to 
remove $25 to $35 million in key local 
projects from the State Transportation 
Improvement Program.  This cost to local 
projects may be avoided if a new funding 
source is used for the State share.  The 
funding scheme will likely receive 
considerable discussion by the Governor 
and the Legislature. 
 
Transportation Fund for Clean Air 
At Risk Report Available 
 
The Quarterly At Risk report for local 
projects programmed in the Transportation 
Fund for Clean Air Program is available at 
the CMA offices or on the CMA’s web site. 
This report indicates which projects need 
attention in order to meet the CMA and 
statutory deadlines. 

Deadlines to Note 
 
TDA Article 3 Bicycle/Pedestrian Program, 
Measure B Bicycle/Pedestrian Program, and 
Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA): 
County Program
Draft Program March 2005 
Final Program April 2005 
 
Local Street & Road Maintenance, 
Rehabilitation, Safety Funding -- $3.4 million 
Applications Due to CMA Late February 2005 
Draft Road Program April 2005 
Final Road Program May 2005 
 
Congestion Management Program – 2005 
Update 
Draft June 2005 
Final September 2005 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
 
February 1 CMA Technical Advisory 

Committee 
 4 CMA Board Retreat 

(Waterfront Hotel, Oakland; 
Port Tour to follow) 

 14 CMA Administration & 
Legislation Committee  

 14 CMA Plans & Programs 
Committee 

 24 CMA Board Meeting 
 
March 1 CMA Technical Advisory 

Committee 
 2/3 CTC (Sacramento) 
 14 CMA Administration & 

Legislation Committee  
 14 CMA Plans & Programs 

Committee 
 24 CMA Board Meeting 
 
 
 
Published by: 
Alameda County Congestion Management 
Agency 
1333 Broadway, Suite 220 
Oakland, California 94612 
(510) 836-2560 
Fax (510) 836-2185 
E-mail: mail@accma.ca.gov 
Web site: www.accma.ca.gov 
 
Executive Director: Dennis R. Fay 
 

****** 

 
 

mailto:mail@accma.ca.gov

	Transportation Update January 2005
	Legislative Analyst’s Office Releases Report on Toll Bridge 

	Deadlines to Note
	Upcoming Meetings




